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This will outdo the “Star Wars” promotion
for name and brand. You will see not just tele-
vision, radio, newspapers, magazines, the Inter-
net; you will see this message on bus stops and
subway cars, movie screens, and video games.
It will be in the classroom through cable pro-
gramming in schools and substance abuse mate-
rials we’ll provide the teachers.

It will be part of after-school activities,
through organizations like the YMCA. The mes-
sage will be part of an increasing number of
sporting events, like basketball tournaments
sponsored by the New York Knicks. And last
month during the X Games, not only did we
place antidrug messages everywhere the TV
viewer could constantly see them, we also hand-
ed out stickers with the slogan, “Get vertical,
not high.” They became one of the hottest items
for the hundreds of thousands of spectators who
came to the X Games.

And as General McCaffrey said, we will get
the word out in 11 languages other than English,
including Spanish, Cantonese, Vietnamese, and
Navajo and Lakota, a language I just tried out
when I was at the Pine Ridge Indian Reserva-
tion.

I think that this phase will be even more
effective than the last phase of the campaign.
And I think you will see real impacts on the
behavior of our young people and that teen drug
use will continue to decline.

But I would also say that no matter how ef-
fective all of you are, we still have to have
more help as close to home as possible, with

the parents sitting down and talking to their
children, not waiting until their children are
using drugs to talk about them, and with all
the teachers, the coaches, the mentors, the com-
munity police, the health care workers and, of
course, the religious leaders, making up what
the First Lady always calls the village, that have
to help raise our children.

And finally, I'd like to say that young people
should not ever minimize the impact they can
have not only on their own lives but on their
friends and their siblings. In every school in
America there’s a young person who is a good
kid but just a little lost or confused, who can
be reached by a friend, very often who can
be reached by a friend more than the President
or any other figure in apparent authority.

So I say to all of you, first, thanks, and sec-
ond, let’s keep going. Together, we can give
every single child in this country a chance to
grow up in a world where the only limits are
the outlines of their hopes and dreams. Not
every child can be a skateboard champion like
Andy, but every child can fly.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:57 a.m. in Presi-
dential Hall (formerly Room 450) in the Old Exec-
utive Office Building. In his remarks, he referred
to Andy Macdonald, professional skateboarder,
who introduced the President; James E. Burke,
chairman, Partnership for a Drug-Free America;
and Peggy Conlon, president, Ad Council.

Remarks at a Memorial Service for Dan Dutko

August 2, 1999

First, I would like to say on behalf of Hillary
and myself how grateful we are for the life
of our friend and how grateful we are for all
of you who have come to be with us in honoring
it and for those who have spoken before. I have
now laughed, and I have cried, and I still miss
him terribly.

Of all the metaphors we might use about
Dan, most of which are funny, I think one
which is not funny that really is best is that
he was a gardener, for in all of our lives he
planted seeds that bore fruit. In the Psalms,

it says, “A good man shall be like a tree planted
by the rivers of water. His leaves shall not with-
er. Whatsoever he do, it shall prosper.” Dan
made the Earth bloom, wherever he planted
himself.

The work and the people he touched were
his blossom. All of us in this room, those of
us who are in politics, those of us who are
in private life, however he knew or touched
us, he made us blossom more than we would
have otherwise. And therefore, as decreed in
the Psalms, his memory will never wither.
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Now, I have a story to tell. I met Dan Dutko
27 years ago, in one of our great lost causes.
[Laughter] 1 mean, this is a doozy. [Laughter]
We were in the McGovern campaign in Texas.
[Laughter] Now, it was bad enough to be in
the McGovern campaign anywhere in Texas.
[Laughter] Dan insisted on leading the effort
in west Texas—[laughter]—where it was hard
to find anyone who would mention Senator
McGovern’s name.

He wanted to work for the campaign. He
actually ran our effort in Tom Green County,
where we got 30 percent of the vote. I might
add, that was only 3 percent less than we got
in the whole State. [Laughter] And everyone
who looked at it thought it was the most re-
markable performance of the entire campaign.

Well, all his life he loved big challenges. He
stayed with me, and I turned out to be a bigger
one than he bargained for. [Laughter] He was
really—you know, talk about big words—he was
sort of an oxymoron in popular imagination. He
was someone others might call a lobbyist, whose
integrity, honor were unquestioned. He became
a person of consequence in Washington, even
though he was born without a nickel to his
name, because of that integrity and honor, be-
cause of energy and ability, and because, as you
see, he had a huge network of devoted friends—
enough, Rabbi, that probably we are violating
some fire code here today.

He lived too briefly, but he did live the Amer-
ican dream. And he was a self-made man who
never forgot where he came from. That's why
he stayed in the Democratic Party and loved
it so much. He thought everybody ought to have
a chance to live out their dreams and become
what God meant for them to be.

I want to say just one thing that meant a
particular—a lot to me. When we got our brains
beat out in the congressional elections of 1994,
a lot of people became sunshine soldiers and
were running for cover. Not Dan Dutko; man,
he stepped out. He said, “This is just the sort
of thing I'm looking for.” [Laughter] Everyone
wrote us off for dead, said the Democratic Party
was becoming a historical artifact. Al Gore and
I would have to next appear in a wax museum
somewhere. [Laughter] Not Dan Dutko. He
never had a doubt. He never paused. He never
shirked. He was there in "96. The Vice President
mentioned his role in our Inaugural in "97. He
was there in "98. He was always the guy on
our team that no one ever had to buck up.
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He was always the one who was lifting everyone
else up. He was always the one who had that
miraculous combination of an infectious smile
and a steely will and a genuinely good heart.
But most of all, he was a gardener. He planted,
and what he planted bloomed.

One of the previous speakers mentioned how
much he liked to take promising young people
and mentor them and help them flourish. So
many of you here are a testament to that, in-
cluding the new Senator from my home State,
Blanche Lincoln, who started her career in
Washington here as his personal assistant.

One of the things that I am most grateful
that he nurtured was AmeriCorps, our national
service program, which Debbie now leads mag-
nificently. Whenever we were having trouble in
Congress, he was there. His heart was there.
His soul was there. His determination was there.
And it came not just from his devotion to his
wife but from his belief that all young people
should have a chance to serve.

In no small measure, because of Dan Dutko,
100,000 of those young people have had their
chance to serve. Hillary told me that even over
our last weekend together in Aspen, Dan was
talking to her about AmeriCorps fifth anniver-
sary and asking folks to help out with the cele-
bration.

So we are grateful to him not only for his
help to me and the Vice President but for his
role in making America a better place. Most
of all, we're grateful for his friendship. We loved
having Dan and Deb over to the White House
to watch movies. He was like me; he liked action
movies. We thought there should be a category
at the Academy Awards for best performance
in totally inane film. [Laughter] The last one,
we saw together just last month.

I don’t think I ever met a man with a more
genuine smile, more direct, clear, undebatable
sense of good will just coming at you over and
over and over again. I'll miss the way he talked
about his wife and his sons. I'll miss the fact
that he was always there, in the rain as well
as the sunshine.

I want Deb, and most of all, his sons, to
know that he was one of the principal reasons
that I had a chance to serve our country as
President. And I want them to know that we
all know he was a good and loving father and
husband—cared more for them than his own
life. And that is something that can sustain them
for their lives.
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This is a town obsessed with success. We nor-
mally score it by winning and losing. So if I
might, I would like to close with Ralph Waldo
Emerson’s definition. He must have written it
about Dan Dutko. “To laugh often and much,
to win the respect of intelligent people and the
affection of children. To appreciate beauty, find
the best in others. To leave the world a little
better, whether by a healthy child, a garden
patch, or a redeemed social condition. To know
even one life has breathed easier because you

have lived—this is the meaning of success.” And
the meaning of our friend’s life.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:05 p.m. at Tem-
ple Sinai. In his remarks, he referred to former
Senator and 1972 Democratic Presidential nomi-
nee George McGovern; Rabbi Fred N. Reiner of
Temple Sinai; and Mr. Dutko’s widow,
AmeriCorps Director Deborah Jospin, and his
sons Jonathan and Matthew.

Statement on Action To Reduce the National Debt

August 2, 1999

Today my administration announced that the
U.S. Government will pay down more than $87
billion in the public debt this year—the largest
debt reduction in America’s history and a total
reduction of $142 billion over the last 2 years.
This is an important result of the fiscal discipline
which is helping keep our Nation on its path
to economic prosperity. Six and a half years
ago we made the decision to set a new course
for our economy, to abandon the large deficits
to pursue a new economic strategy of fiscal dis-
cipline, investment in our people, and expanded
trade abroad. One of the results of this eco-
nomic strategy has been a public debt that is
$1.7 trillion lower than it was projected to be
when I came into office.

Debt reduction brings tangible benefits to
America’s working families through lower inter-
est rates. These lower interest costs effectively
represent a real and significant tax cut for Amer-
ica’s families. Debt reduction lowers long-term

interest rates for home mortgages and autos and
lowers borrowing costs for businesses, fueling
private sector investments for continued eco-
nomic growth. A typical American family with
a home mortgage of $100,000 could expect to
have an estimated savings over the long run
of more than $2,000 a year because of these
lower interests rates.

Despite the continued progress, now is not
the time to rest on this achievement. We must
continue this commitment to debt reduction and
maintaining fiscal discipline. Under my frame-
work to pay down the debt, save Social Security,
and strengthen Medicare and invest in our chil-
dren, the publicly held debt will be eliminated
by 2015. This would represent the first time
the Nation would be debt-free since the admin-
istration of President Andrew Jackson in 1835.
We must maintain our commitment to reducing
our debt and investing in our future.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Iraq’s Compliance With
United Nations Security Council Resolutions

August 2, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use of
Military Force Against Iraq Resolution (Public
Law 102-1) and as part of my effort to keep
the Congress fully informed, I am reporting on
the status of efforts to obtain Iraq’s compliance

with the resolutions adopted by the United Na-
tions Security Council (UNSC). My last report,
consistent with Public Law 102-1, was trans-
mitted on May 19, 1999.
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